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Introduction

The American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing survey that provides communities with the information

needed to plan investments and services. By collecting demographic data, state and local leaders can better
determine how more than $400 billion dollars of federal funding should be used. The information gathered helps
them make decisions on infrastructure and services such as highways, schools, emergency services, etc.

This supplement provides basic information for accessing the ACS 5-year summary file data through DataFerrett,
making a table, creating a map and for creating a user defined extract. DataFerrett allows users to download,
view and manipulate a wide variety of data sets. The ACS 5-year summary file consists of aggregated data
meaning that it has already been summarized and added up. Because of this, aggregated data can’t be modified
or recoded in DataFerrett. Currently, the ACS 5-Year Summary File data for both 2005-2009 and 2006-2010 are
available.

For more information on step-by-step functionality in accessing and creating extracts of the ACS 5-year summary
file data, see the Hands-On tutorial under the “Tutorials” link on the DataFerrett home page.

NOTE: For additional information, check out “Important Features and Limitations of the Current Release of the
ACS 2006-2010 Summary File”.

Accessing DataFerrett for the American Community Survey 2006-2010 5-
Year Summary File

How to access DataFerrett

1. To access the ACS, we will be using the production version of DataFerrett. When you arrive at the
DataFerrett icon in Figure 1, there is also a link to the New Features Update.

DaraFerrerT

A unique data analysis and
extraction tool.
New Features Update

Figure 1: Click to enter DataFerrett

2. After clicking on the DataFerrett icon, you will arrive at the following screen (Figure 2).


http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
https://it011bcclnm.notes.census.gov/mail/blash001.nsf/0/2AD8F65AE41976398525795F0071180B/DF_NewFeatures&BugFixes/Features&Limitations_Archive/acs2006-2010sf_readme.html
https://it011bcclnm.notes.census.gov/mail/blash001.nsf/0/2AD8F65AE41976398525795F0071180B/DF_NewFeatures&BugFixes/Features&Limitations_Archive/acs2006-2010sf_readme.html
http://dataferrett.census.gov/newfeatures_prod.html
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Figure 2: DataFerrett Login Screen

3. In order to log in to DataFerrett, you must provide a valid email address. After logging in and clicking
on “Get Data Now”, you will arrive at the Step 1 screen (shown in Figure 3), where you can select

variables of interest.
4, On the far left side of the Step 1 screen is a listing of folders, also known as the Data Tree. When you

locate the American Community Survey folder, click on the “plus” sigh next to it.
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Figure 3: American Community Survey Folder

5. Continue clicking on the “plus” sign next to Summarized Data in the DataTree until you have opened

the 5-year Summary File data as shown in Figure 4:
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Figure 4: After opening all folders under Summarized Data

After choosing your data set and clicking on “Browse/Select Highlighted Variables”, a new window

will pop up displaying the ACS Summary 5-Year Notice. The 5-Year Notice is a brief message

containing the link to Important Features and Limitations of the Current Release of the ACS 2006-

2010 Summary File.

Example 1 — Downloading all cells in table B11001 for Alameda County,

California

After clicking the plus sign next to the 5-Year Summary File folder, you will see a listing of over 900 data files. In

this example, we will be looking at Household Type (Including Living Alone).

Select Dataset(s) to search: 4 Highlight the variables vou are interested in

----- # B10056, Sex of GrndParnts Livint_;l 4 e

..... & B100S7. Marital Status By Grndp. 9 Yariables returned From search, O variables selected in DataBasket. Luanaantas ‘

----- # B10053, Employment Status by ¢

..... # E10059. Pov Status in the Past 1 Topic Marne Byailability WVariable Label

..... # B10060. Units in Structure by Grr £11001, Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_001E 2005-2009 - current [Takal:

..... # B10061. Tenure by GrndParnts L £11001, Household Type (including Living Alone) B11001_00ZE 2005-2002 - current Farnily househaolds:

) @ B10063. Househol £11001, Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_003E 2005-2009 - current Family households: ! Married-couple Farnily
~ £ 1001, 5 ( F11001. Househald Tvpe {including Living Alone) B11001_004E FO0S-2009 - current Fanily households: 11Other Farily

T BL10014. HOUSEHOLD T\,.-pE (TN B11001, Household Type (including Living Alone) B11001_00SE 2005-2002 - current Family households: | 1Other Family: 1 1Male househ

..... # B11001B, HOUSEHOLD THPE (Ih £11001, Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_006E 2005-2009 - current Family households: | 1Other Family: 1 \Female hous

..... # B11001C, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (IM: £11001. Household Type (including Living Alone) B11001_007E 2005-2009 - current Nonfamily households:

..... # B110010, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (1N £11001, Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_008E 2005-2009 - current Monfamily households: M Househalder living alone

..... # B11001E, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (Ih £11001, Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_009E 2A0S-200%9 - current Monfamily househaolds: M Househalder nat living 2

----- # E11001F. HOUSEHOLD TYRE (T

----- # EB11001G, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (IR

Figure 5: Household Type Variables

1.

For this example, we will select all variables under Household Type by highlighting the first variable in

the list and then clicking on the last variable in the list while holding down the “Shift” key.


http://www.dataferrett.census.gov/acs/acs2006-2010sf_readme.html
http://www.dataferrett.census.gov/acs/acs2006-2010sf_readme.html

2. When all variables are highlighted, click on “Browse/Select Highlighted Variables.”
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""" & E11001H. t :
----- & EBL1001L E11001.
""" & E1100Z, He
""" # Gl100z4, t
""" & E1100ZE. +

Figure 6: Highlight All Variables Under “Household Type”

3. Once the following window appears (Figure 7), click on “Select ALL Variables” and then “OK”.
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*
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Dezelect

all values

Tnh=ort
Fange=

Figure 7: Select All Variables

present




4, After selecting all the variables (i.e., all cells in the table), you will see the following window:

x

You have modified 9 variables
“"-q/ for wour DataBasket,

Cancel |

Figure 8: DataBasket Confirmation

5. After clicking “OK” the following “Ferrett Warning” window will appear:

Ferrett Warning - GridGroup 1 El

I
E ¥ou must select required variables far this
L

dataset,

Figure 9: Ferrett Warning

Clicking OK on this pop-up window takes you to the screen displaying required and regular variables in Figure 10
at the top of the next page. This screen is where you start selecting the geographic area(s) you want.
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Figure 10: Screen showing geography that needs to be selected

7. Double clicking on “Needs to be selected” brings up the Ferrett Geography Codebook where the
desired geographic areas can be selected. From here, follow the steps depicted in Figures 12 through
15.
-
i Ferrett Geography Codebook ﬁ
E Browse/Select Geographies
Select Geography Unit: Geographies Selected:
FIPS State Code 5T State (FIBS Cnd:

——Pubklic Use Microdata Area (PUMR) PUMAS

Metro - Core Based Statistical Areas (CBSA) —

FIPS State Code ST State (FIPS Cod
——FIPS Place Code FLACE Flace (FIES Cod
FIPS State Code 5T State (FIBES Cod

——FIPS5 Congressional District - 110th Congres

4 | 1 | r

<Back Mexts= Delets Finish ﬂ

Geographies =

Figure 11: Ferrett Geography Codebook Screen — scroll down to “FIPS County Code” as shown in Figure 12.
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Al

Divizion DIVISION Division
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—=4chool District (Unified)/Remainder SDUNT

Kl I
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Highlight ”FIPS County
Code” and click on NEXT

Delete Cancel Firish

Figure 12: Select Geography FIPS County Code

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|

E Browse/Select COUNTY

Select FIPS County Code Wwithin:

| Highlight “FIPS

FIP3 Gtate Code

Or search FIPS County Code by Name:

State Code” and
click on NEXT

COUNTY Selected:
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e

Mext =

Delete Cancel Firish

Figure 13: FIPS State Code

10



"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

E Browse/Select ST

Select ST from list:

Alabama
Alaska

Select Al -

Arizona

Arkansas Highlight California
Califorriia — and click on NEXT
Colorado

Conneckicut
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District of Columbia
Florida

(320rgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Tllirois

Indiana

Towa

kansas ;I

ST Selected:

<Back Mext= Delete Cancel Finish
Geographigs =COUMNTY =57 =
Figure 14: Select State From List
"A Ferrett Geography Codebook il

m Browse/Select COUNTY
Select COUNTY from list:
Select all ;I Alameda

Highlight Alameda
County and click on
NEXT. When Alameda
County appears under
“COUNTY Selected”
click on FINISH

alameda County, Califarnia
Alpine County, California
Amadar County, Califarnia
Eutte County, California
Calaveras County, California
Colusa County, California
Contra Costa County, California
Del Morke County, Califarnia

El Dorado County, California
Fresno County, California

Glenn County, California

Humbaldt County, Califarnia

Impetrial County, California

Inyo Counky, California

Kern County, Califarnia

Kings County, California

Lake County, Califarnia LI

Click Mext to add additional geographies or Finish your selection,

Figure 15: Select “Alameda County, California” then “Finish”

COUNTY Selected:

<Back

aunty, Califarnia

Mext=

Delete

Cancel

Finish
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Now that you have all the needed variables, you can move on to “Step 2:

DataBasket/Download/Make a Table”. You will notice two choices at the top of the screen:
“Download” or “Make a Table”. Click on the “Download” icon shown in Figure 16.

"dA DataFerrett
File Edit WYew Options Special Help

=101

|z =

B &

M |5tﬁpl:5elertllataset&'|'ariahle [Stepl:nansaswnown|aad;nahenahle

select more variables or go on ko get da!

H

Ak on Your Quety:

Recode Yariable(s)

Delete Variable(s)

urrent Query Yariables:

Wiew (Modify Yariable(s)

Mame Variable Label Auvailabiliey

E11001_001E Tatal; 2005-2009 - current
E11001_002E Family househaolds: EO0S-2009 - current
Ei11001_003E Family households: NMarried-couple Family EO05-2009 - current
E11001_004E Family houssholds: 1 1Other Fanily: 2005-2009 - current
E11001_005E Family households: 11Other Family:1Male householder, no wife present 2005-2009 - current
E11001_006E Family households: HOther Family: 11Female householder, no husband present BO05-2009 - current
E11001_007E Monfamily households: EO05-2009 - current
E11001_003E Monfarmily houssholds: 1 Househalder living alone 2005-2009 - current
E11001_009E Monfamily househaolds: M Householder naot living alone 2005-2009 - current
ZOMPOMENT ¥aeographic Component 2005-2009 - current
ECG-101 FIPS County Code 2005-2009 - current

Figure 16: Click “Download” Icon

Advanced Sgl Option

Change Longitudinal Period

&dd TimeSeries Time

Merge Datasets

Save Selected Variable(s) CodeBook

Create Mulk-Yariable Data Step

After clicking on “Download” the “Download Data” window appears (Figure 17). By choosing “Download” in
Step 2, the “Download data in batch mode?” check box is automatically selected. Because “batch mode” is
selected, once processing of the extract request has completed, a message will be sent to the email address you

provided when you logged in.

Another feature (highlighted in Figure 17) allows you to include Margins of Error (MOE) in your selection, a
feature new to the latest version of the ACS 5-year Summary File.

12
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{” Display data on the Screen

Check this box to include the margins of
Show first % SOrows 0 100 rows £ 2 . . .
error — either in a separate extract file

or interleaved with the estimates in the

same file.

f* Download Data (selection options below’

[T Include!
IMargins af Error (MOE) as! A Separake File j

Fil= Formats:
{ Tab Delimited (EXCEL | ACCESS) {545 {(Version 5.0 or higher)
{~ Space Delimited {" 5pss
¥ Comma Delimited " STATA

[T Compress using methad: & oS (PEZIRY ©F GRU (gzip)

[¥ Download data in batch mode?
et Extract |

Figure 17: Download Data Screen with Margin of Error Feature

When attempting to download data in “batch mode”, you may find that you have exceeded an extract size

threshold. The following four images depict Ferrett Extract Warnings that can appear when you exceed these
thresholds.

Ferrett Extraction Warning 5[

' "-'». We're sorry, the systemn only supports
L
downloading 535 variables from this dataset. You

hawe selected 1072 vartahles. You will need to go
baclk and reduce the munber of vanahles,

Figure 18 Warning about exceeding maximum number of variables
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Ferrett Extraction Yarning

ﬁ We'te sorty, the system only suppotts

£ dowloading 74100 geographies from this
dataset. You have selected 77223 geographies.
You will need to go back and reduce the
mumher of geographies.

KN T iy

Figure 19: Ferrett Extraction Warning Limited to Specific Number of Geographies

Ferrett Extraction YYarning

ﬂ We're sorry, the system only supports

- dovwnloading 14520000 cells from this dataset.
Tou have selected 19314523 cellz. You will
nieed to go back and reduce the nunber of
variahles and/or geographies.

KN I

Figure 20: Ferrett Extraction Warning Limited to Number of Cells Selected

x
!"'-»., We're sorry, the systemn only supports -
L

downloading 10000000 bytes of uncompressed
nformation from this dataset. ¥ou have

selected 44972420 bytes. You will need to go

hack and reduce the number of bytes by ;l

Figure 21: Ferrett Extraction Warning Prompting User to Select File Compression Method

14



If there are no issues with the extract size threshold, the message “Please Wait... Processing your Request” will
appear after clicking on “Get Extract” which will then be followed by this pop-up:

Ferrett GetData Batch Run x|

j!) Your request will run in batch mode,

An ernail message will be sent to joanne 1l maneli@census. gov when this run has completed.
The message will provide instructions for accessing the extract and downloading it to your
COtrpuater.

It iz recommended that yvou copy the following URL to checl for your extract file later if vou
do not recelve an email message.

hitp:fempbffl dzd census. gov.8 0/ ThelataWeb Tabulation/servlet/TabulationServletfoanne 1 o

Kl | 2

Figure 22: Ferrett “GetData Batch Run” Pop-up Message

After clicking “OK” check your email and you should find a message stating that your extract has been created
and is ready to be downloaded to your computer. If you do not see this message within a few minutes, check
your “Spam” or “Junk” email folder. Clicking on the URL in that message will take you to the extract page. Below

(Figure 23) is an example of what the extract page will look like.

(NOTE: A sentence is included at the bottom of this screen reminding you that you should save the “Codebook”
to your computer. This text contains descriptions and labels of the variables in your DataBasket.)

15



Extract Request for: joanne.lLmanelli@census.gov

Extracted: 1 record(z) for 2006-2010
+ Comma Delimited ASCII File for 2006-2010 jeanne_|_manelligvl8zlowol.asc

button labeled "Save Salacted Variable(z) Codsbook”.
Length of time: 0.1 minutes.
Created: Now 20, 2011 1:36:12 PM

& NOTE: Use the right mouse button on the file link(s) to "Save Target As:/ Save Link As:", which will allow vou to download vour file(s) to your computer.

Alse note, the Record Layout File is not a substitute for a codebook. To obtain a codebook which contains variable descriptions and value labels, retumn to DataFerrett - Step 2 DataBasket... and click the

Contact Information:

E-mail: dsd. ferrett@census. pov

DataWeb Help Desk
Toll Free: 866-437-0171

Figure 23: Extract Request Received Through Email Message

Here is what the first few data records will look like in your downloaded file:

"GECID, ™ B11001_001E B11001_00ZE B11001_003E B11001_004E B11001_005E B11001_00&E B11001_007E
05000T506001 520036 33144¢ 241783 89883 Z2glas £3475 188€50 147345
B11001_ 003E SUMLEVEL ST COUNTY COMPONENT
41305 50 [ 1 a
Figure 24: Data Record Download File
Below is an example of what the data records will look like after loading them into a spreadsheet
application like Excel.

GEOID, B11001_001E B11001 002E B11001_003E B11001_0O0C4E B11001_005E B11001_006E B11001_007E B11001_00SE
05000US06001 520096 331446 241783 89663 26188 63475 188650 147345
B11001_009E SUMLEVEL 5T COUNTY  COMPONENT

41305 50 ] 1 0

Figure 25: Data Record in Excel File

A few things to note about the output file:

16




1. DataFerrett treats every value as numeric. Instead of county “001” in state “06”, you
will see county 1 and state 6.

2. DataFerrett will not automatically output the label, or name, of the geographic area,
i.e. “Alameda County, CA”. To add the label/name to your output, you must select
the variable “NAME” which you will find in the list of geographic variables when you
highlight “Selectable Geographies” on the left-hand side of the page in Step 1 (right
above the first table, BO0001).

3. The “Component” field refers to the geographic component which is always included
in the output file. The default value of 0 (="00") is pre-selected in DataFerrett. Actual
geographic components (e.g., “Rural” or “Urban”) must be selected by the user to
override the default value (See pages 37-38 more detailed information.)

Example 2 — Downloading all cells in table B11001 for all Block Groups in
Alameda County, CA

When searching geographic areas for variables, you may want to look at block groups within a census tract.
Census tracts consist of relatively permanent statistical subdivisions within a county or statistically equivalent
entity, delineated for data presentation purposes by a local group of census data users or geographical staff of a
regional census center in accordance with Census Bureau guidelines. A block group is a statistical subdivision of a
census tract consisting of all tabulation blocks beginning with the same digit. For example, in Census 2000, BG 3
represents all blocks numbered between 3000 and 3999.

1. To gather block group information, follow Steps 1 through 4 as described in Example 1. Once you
reach the “Browse/Select Geographies” window, scroll down until you see “Census Block Group”
(Figure 26) then click “Next”.

17



"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|
E Browse/Select Geographies
Select Geography Unit: Geographies Selected:
FIPS 5State Code aT State (FIP3 End-ﬂ
—--Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical A:
FIPS State Code 3T 3tate (FIP3 Cod
--FIP3 County Code COUNTY County
----Census Tract TRACT Census Tract
Census Block Group BLEGRE Block Gr-:-
Combinhed Statistical Area C34 Combined
FIPS State Code 5T State (FIP3 Cod .
K | )
<Back | Delete Cancel Finish
Geographies =
Figure 26: Select “Census Block Group” in “Browse/Select Geographies”
2. In this example, we will be selecting “FIPS County Code” (Figure 27).
"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|
E Browse/Select BLKGRP
Select Census Block Group within: BLKGRP Selected:
FIP3 %State Code
--FIPS County Code
----Cengus Tract
Or search Census Block Group by Name:
Or search Census Block Group by Code:
<Back. | Delete Cancel Finish

Geographies =BLKGRP =

Figure 27: Select “FIPS County Code”
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3. After clicking “Next”, you will be brought to the following window (Figure 28). The only option listed
will be “FIPS State Code”.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook |

E Browse/Select COUNTY

Select FIPS County Code within: COUNTY Selected:

FIPS &State Code

Or search FIPS County Code by Name:

Or search FIPS County Code by Code:

Delete Cancel Finish

<Back |

Geographigs =BLEGRP =COUNTY =

Figure 28: “FIPS State Code” within Block Group

4, Just like in Example 1, select California from the list of states.
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"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

E Browse/Select ST

Select ST from list:

ST Selected:

Select all -

Alabama
Alaska
Arizana
arkansas
California

Colorado
Conneckicut
Delaware

Diskrict of Columbiz
Florida

GEargia

Hawaii

Geographies =BLKGRP =COUNTY =5T >

Delete

Cancel

Finizh

Figure 29: Select State from List

5. Continue selecting the state and county (See Figures 14 and 15) but this time, click on “Next” instead

of “Finish”.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

E Browse/Select COUNTY

Select COUNTY from list:

COUNTY Selected:

X

Select Al -~
Alameda County, California

Alpine County, California

Amador County, California

Butte County, California

Calaveras County, Califarnia

Colusa County, California

Conkra Costa Counky, California

Dl Morke County, California

El Dorado County, California

Fresno County, California

Glenn County, California

Hurnbald: Caunty, Califarnia ;I

Geographies =BLEGRP =COUNTY =

Alameda County, California

Delete

Cancel

Finish

Figure 30: Select County from list
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"A Ferrett Geography Codebook |

Select FIPS County Code within: COUNTY Selected:

6. After clicking “Next” you will notice a window with just “FIPS State Code” listed but to the right
“Alameda County, California” is listed as well.

E Browse/Select COUNTY

Or search FIPS County Code by Name:

FIPS State Code Alameda County, California

Or search FIPS County Code by Code:

<Back | Delete Zancel Finish
Geographigs =BLEGRP =COUNTY =
Figure 31: Alameda County, California selected
7. Click “Next” to arrive at the complete listing of all block groups within the county (Figure 32).

Highlight “Select All” then click “Next”.
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"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|

E Browse/Select ELKGRP

Select BLKGRP from list: BLHKGRP Selected:

Block Group 1, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Tract 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 3, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 1, Census Tract 4251.04, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4251.04, alameda County, California
Block Group 1, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 3, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 4, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 5, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 6, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 1, Census Track 4271, Alameda County, California

Delete Cancel Finish
Geographies =BLKGRP =
Figure 32: Block Groups within Alameda County, California
8. Click on “Finish” once the block groups appear in the “Selected” area on the right (Figure 33).

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|

E Browse/Select ELKGRP
Select BLKGRP from list: BLKGRP Selected:
Select all il EBlock Group 1, Census Track 4251,03, Alameda Counby, Califurniail

Elock Group 2, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 3, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Elack Group 1, Census Track 4251.04, Alameda Counby, Califarnia
Elock Group 2, Census Track 4251.04, Alameda County, California

Block Group 1, Census Tract 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, California
Block Group 3, Census Track 4251,03, Alameda County, California

Block Group 1, Census Tract 4251.04, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4251.04, Alameda County, California
Block Group 1, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 3, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 4, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 5, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 6, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 1, Census Track 4271, Alameda County, California

Click Mext ko add additional geographies or finish wour selection,

Block Group 1, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Block Group 2, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
EBlock Group 3, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
Elock Group 4, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
EBlock Group 5, Census Track 4261, Alameda County, California
EBlack Group 6, Census Track 4261, Alameda Counky, California
Elock Group 1, Census Track 4271, Alameda County, California
EBlock Group 2, Census Track 4271, Alameda County, California

LI Elock Group 3, Census Track 4271, Alameda County, California

Delete Cancel |

<Back. |

=

Finish |

Figure 33: All Block Groups Selected
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9. After you have finished selecting the block groups within Alameda County, California, follow the steps
shown in Example 1, Step 7.

Example 3 — Download the same table and table B0O5001 for all counties in
California

1. Let’s assume that we have kept the DataFerrett session open while we looked at the data from
Example 1 in our spreadsheet. We determine that this is the type of data we want, but we also
discover that we need to add some data on the foreign born population. For that data we choose
table BO5001. We also decide that we want to get data for all the counties in California.

2. To select the data cells from B05001, all we need to do is go back to the Step 1 screen and repeat the
actions shown in Example 1.

3. When we have finished these actions, we should see information for Foreign Born added to the list of
the variables in the Step 2 screen (Figure 34):

"A DataFerrett 10l x|
File Edit Wiew Options Special Help
| & " B

= \
M lstE]Jl:SelertDauset&\'ariahle ‘Stepz:IJataBasket[annIuadIHakeﬂahle

Ack on Your Query:
E Recode Wariableds)
Review your variables then go back to
select more variables or go on to get data @ Delete Wariable{s)
‘i Modify Wariable(s)
urrent Query variables: Advanced gl Option
ame ‘ariable Label A ailability . _
E11001_00LE Total: BO0E-2009 - current Gz Lemgarens] (e
E11001_00ZE Family households: E005-2009 - current e TES s T
E11001_003E Family households: 11Married-couple Family E005-2009 - current
E11001_004E Family households: 11Other Family: E005-2009 - current Merge Datasets
E11001_00SE Family households: 11Other Family: 1Male householder, no wife present E005-2009 - current
B11001_006E Family hauseholds: 'Other Family: 1 Female househalder, no husband present 200S-2009 - current Savwe Selected Yariable(s) CodeBook
E11001_007E MonFarnily househalds: 2005-2009 - current T
E11001_00SE MonFarmily househalds: 11Househaolder living alone 2005-2009 - current Grests iz Beim Sigp
E11001_009E MonFamily hausehalds: l'Householder nat living alane 200S-2009 - current
COMPOMNENT faeographic Component 2005-2009 - current
GEOGE-101 FIPS County Code 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_0OLE Total: 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_00ZE .5, citizen, born in the United States 2O0S-2009 - current
BOS001_003E U5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico or U.5. Island Areas 200S-200% - current
BOS001_004E .5, citizen, born abroad of American parent{s) 200S-200% - current
BOS001_00SE U.5. citizen by naturalization 2005-2009 - current
EOS001_006E Mat a 1.5, citizen 2005-2009 - current

Figure 34: DataBasket With Added Variables for Foreign Born
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Now we need to change our geography selection from Alameda County to all counties in California.
To accomplish this, highlight the variables with “FIPS County Code” in the label and click on the

“View/Modify Variables” button as indicated by the blue arrow below (Figure 35):

"d DataFerrett

File Edit Wiew Options Specal Help

| = =

m ———— Y 5
M ‘Stﬁpi:hhrtﬂatzset&\'ariahle Step2 : DataBasket DownloadMake A Tzble

® &

Review wour variables then go back ko
select more variables or go on to get data

Ack on Yaur Query:

Recode Yariable(s)

Delete Yariable(s)

WiewModify Wariable(s)

urrent Query Yariables:

COMPONENT
il -101

Mame ‘ariable Label Avvailability
E11001_001E Tatal: 2005-2009 - current
E11001_00ZE Family households: E005-2009 - current
B11001_003E Family households: |1 Married-couple Family 2005-2009 - current
B11001_004E Family househalds: 11Other Farnilys 2005-2009 - current
E11001_00SE Family households: HOther Family:1iMale householder, no wife present E00S5-2009 - current
E11001_00&E Family househalds: | Other Family:11Female householder, no husband present F005-2009 - current
B11001_007E Monfamily households; 2005-2009 - current
E11001_003E Monfamily households: ' Householder living alone 2005-2009 - current
E11001_0039E Monfamily households: N Householder not: living alone B005-2009 - current
Geagraphic Component 2005-2009 - current

BOS001_001E Tokal: 2005-2009 -

BOS001_00ZE .5, citizen, born in the United States B005-2009 - current
BOS001_003E |J.5, citizen, barn in Pusrka Rica ar U.S. Island Areas 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_004E 11,5, citizen, born abroad of American parentis) E00S5-2009 - current
BOS001_00SE |J.5. citizen by naturalization 2005-2009 - current
BOSO01_006E Mot & L5, citizen 2005-2009 - current

Figure 35: View/Modify Variables

Advanced 5gl Opkion

Change Longitudinal Period

Add TimeZeries Time

Merge Datasets

Save Selected Yariableds) CodeBook

Create Multi-Yariable Data Step
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5. Once you have clicked on the “View/Modify Variables” button for the county variable, you will be

taken back to the “Ferrett Geography Codebook” window (Figure 36).

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|
E Browse/Select Geographies
Select Geography Unit: Geographies Selected:
FIPS State Code 5T State (FIPS Code) [COUNTY = Alameda County, California
--FIPF3 County Code COUNTY County
<Back ek Delete Cancel Finish

Geographies =

Figure 36: Ferrett Geography Codebook
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6. Highlight Alameda County in the right-hand side of the window and click on the “Delete” button. You
can now re-select counties as you did in Figure 15 of Example 1.

a. You will see the screen shown previously but this time click on “Select All” at the top of the list of

counties in California.

b. Now you should see a listing of all the counties in California in the County Selected column on the

right in the screen below (Figure 37). Click on the “Finish” button to complete the process.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

Browse/Select COUNTY

A

Select COUNTY from list:

COUNTY Selected:

Select Al

alameda County, California
Alpine Counky, California
Armador Counky, California
Butte County, California
alaveras County, California
Colusa Counky, California
Contra Coska Counky, California
Crel Morke County, California
El Dorado County, California
Fresno County, California
;alenn County, California
Hurnboldt Counkw, California

Alameda County, California
Alpine County, California
Amador County, California
Bukte County, California
Calaveras County, California
Colusa County, California
Contra Costa Counby, California
Cel Morte Counky, California
El Dorado County, California
Fresno County, California
Glenn Counky, California
Humboldt County, California
Imperial County, California

Imyo County, California

Delete

Cancel |

[

Finish |

Click Mexk to add additional geographies or finish wour selection,

Figure 37: Select County from List
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c. At this point, you have made the changes to your DataBasket that you need; the dataset can now
be downloaded your data as shown in Example 1.

Example 4 — Creating a thematic map

This example will demonstrate a few basic features of the “Make a Table” icon at the top of the screen in Step 2.
We will use data cells we selected for Example 3 to create the thematic map showing the percent of foreign born
who are not citizens in California. As a result, our starting point is very similar to Figure 34 in example 3. In Figure
38 below, under Step 2, instead of clicking on “Download”, click on the “Make a Table” icon:

"A DataFerrett O]
File Edit Yiew Options Special Help
| @ 7 B

- P, 2 w
w |5tEPILSeknDataset&'|'ariahle Step2 : Databasket/Download JRNE A Taie

Ack on Your Query:
_ _ . "5 oz E Recode Yariable(s)
Review your variables then go back to =
select more variables or go on to get data 55-3- @ Dielete Yariable(s)
YiewiModify Yariable(s)
urrent Query Variables: advanced Sql Option
Mame Wariable Label Aeailabiliey o )
F11001_O01E Tatal: PO0S-2009 - current: change Longitudinal Period
E11001_00ZE Family households; 2005-2009 - current el TS s T
E11001_00ZE Family households: NMarried-couple Family E005-2009 - current
E11001_004E Family househalds: Nother Farnily: 2005-2009 - current IMerge Datasets
E11001_00SE Family households: Hother Family: Male householder, no wife present @005-2009 - current
E11001_006E Farnily households: Nother Family: NFemale householder, no husband present PO0S-2009 - current Save Selected Yariable(s) CodeBook.
E11001_007E Maonfamily househalds: 2005-2009 - current .
E11001_00SE Monfamily households: 1 Householder living alone E005-2009 - current Create Multi-Variablz Data Step
E11001_009E Monfamily househalds:!Householder nat living alone 2005-2009 - current
COMPOMENT Geographic Component E005-2009 - current
GEOG-101 FIFS County Code 2005-2009 - current
B0S001_001E [Tokal: E005-2009 - current
B0S001_00ZE .5, citizen, born in the United States @O05-2009 - current
B0S001_003E U.5. citizen, born in Puerta Rico or U5, Island Areas 2005-2009 - current
E0S001_004E 0.5, citizen, born abroad of American parent(s) E005-2009 - current
B0S001_00SE .5, citizen by naturalization 2005-2009 - current
E0S001_005E Mok a U.S. citizen E005-2009 - current

Figure 38: Make a Table Icon
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1. After clicking on the “Make a Table” icon, the DataFerrett Tabulation window opens. To create a

table, click on the “x” in the upper right hand corner of the warning screen that appears when you

first open the table then select the variables that will populate the table.
The first variable will be FIPS County Code (GEOG-101) which should be placed in the first column.
Repeat the same actions with “Total” and “Not a U.S. citizen” to arrive at the following screen (Figure

39):
iBix
File Edit Format Wiew Options Help
S SEEE o 3|
ormula Bar - :BIIDDI_DDIE Tokal:
ivok(s) can be dropped on pivot image above R, E11001_00zE Fam?ly hausehalds: )
= E11001_003E Family households: 1 1Married-coup
= (S 5 4 S % G 68 68 Clo cll Cl2 Bl leyio01_004E Family households: Other Family:
Rl Total: MotaU.3. citizen | [B11001_00SE Family households: other Family:
R2 | ]ammeds County, Califoria 7 7 E11001_00SE Family households:1Gther Family:
[ i Commt Callf . . p E11001_007E Monfamily househalds:
pine Loy, onua : . E11001_00SE Monfamily households: 1 Househol
B4 |Amador County, California ? ? E11001_009E Monfamily househalds: | 1Househol
RS [Eutte County, Califormia ? ? _OMPOMNENT Geographic Component
BE B : 5 5 GEQGE-101 FIPS County Code
[alaverss County, California : : FOS001_0OLE Total:
BT [Colusa Courdy, Califormia ? ? FOS001_00ZE .S, citizen, born in the United St
& Contra Costa County, Califiornia ? ? | [B0S001_003E 1.5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico o
RO Del Harte County, Califormia 9 P E0S001_004E U.5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
RN E0S001_00SE WS, citizen by naturalization
Ri0_ [F] Dorado County, California ? ? F05001_006E Mok & U5, citizen
Bll  [Fresno Clounty, Califomia ? ?
B12  I3lenn County, Califoria ? ?
Rl13  [Huwwholdt County, California ? ?
Rl14  [mperial County, California ? ?
RIS [inyo County, Califora ? 7 Kl | i3
Bl6  [Kem County, Califtmia ? ?
B17  |Kings County, Califormia ? 7
R18 [l ake County, California ? ?
R19  [Lassen County, Califomia ? ? -
R20 [Los Angeles County, Califormia 2 P Drag and drop a variable(s)
B2 [IMadera County, Califorria 7 ? tolalcalumnlorrore
BY2  |Mlarin County, California ? ?
B33  [Mariposa County, Califormia ? ?
B24  [Mendncing County, California ? ?
R25  [Merced County, California 7 7
B8 |Modoc County, California ? ?
B27  [Mlono County, California ? ? —
1| | 3
Figure 39: Make a Table Screen
4. Once the table is set up in the desired format, click on the “Go Get Data” button (pointed to by the

arrow in Figure 40).
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fy Ferrett Ta | ation

Wiew Options  Help

_il GGetData | j_,|‘;1:(‘:qiggl 2 il@i

SEEE o

ormula Barl
ivot(s) can be dropped on pivak image above R1,
i Cl 2 C3 4 5 6 7 Ca 9 Clo Cll Clz 1
Rl Total: Mot a U5, citizen
B2 [ lavneda County, California ? ?
B3 |Alpine County, California ? ?
B4 |&mador County, California ? ?
RS [Butte Courity, Califormia ? ?
Bf  |Calaverss County, Califormia ? ?
7 Colnga County, California ? ?
R& [Contra Costa Countyy, Califormia ? ?
B2 [Del Horte County, Califormia ? ?
R10 _ [Fl Dorado County, Califomia ? ?
Bll  |Fresno County, Califirmia b ?
R1Z2  |Glenn County, California ? ?
R13  [Hurholdt County, Califomia ? ?
BR14  [lmpenal County, Califormia ? ?
Rl5  [Inyo County, California ? ?
Rlé  [Kem County, Califomia ? ?
BE17  |Kings County, Califormia ? ?
R13  [Lake County, California ? ?
R19  [Lassen County, California ? ?
B20  [Los &ngeles County, Californda ? ?
B2l [Wadera County, California ? ?
B22  [Wlarin County, California ? ?
B23  |Wariposa County, Claliformda ? ?
B24  [Wlendocino County, California ? ?
B25  [Wlerced County, California ? ?
B26  [Modoe County, Califomia ? ?
B27  [Wlonn County, California ? ?
dl |

Figure 40: Select “GO Get Data”

5.

=101
4E11001_001E Total:

|
"[B11001_002E Family househalds:
F11001_003E Family households: 1Married-coup
F11001_004E Family households:11Other Farnily:
Fi11001_005E Family households: 11 Other Farmily:
F11001_006E Family households: 1 Other Farnily:
E11001_007E Monfamily households:
E11001_003E Monfamily households: Househol
F11001_009E Monfamily househalds: 1Househal
COMPONEMT Geographic Component
GECG-101 FIPS County Code
EOS001_001E Tatal:
EOS001_00ZE 1.5, citizen, born in the United St
F0S001_003E 1.5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico o
E0S001_004E 1.5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
E0S001_00SE 1S, citizen by natur alization
ECOSO01_006E Mat a LLS, citizen

4 |

Drag and drop a variable(s)
to a column or row.

The following screenshot (Figure 41) displays the tabulation window after the cells are populated

with data. Next, convert the numbers in column 3 to a percent of the numbers in column 2 by clicking
where the blue arrow is pointing in Figure 41.
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Ferrett Tabulation
File Edit Format Wiew Options Help

=10l |

_:iI GO Get Data | Ll‘j_1f;1£|gjl 2 :¢|®J

|
=

]

Formula Bar

Al iDefault) valid For all Summary Levels j
I._ 1 2 L] 4 5 G 7 =) 9 10 C11 iz L

Rl Total:  MotaU.5. citizen o

R2 & lameds County, California 1,457,095 216,808

R3 |i1pi.ne County, Califomia 1,153 18

R4 raador County, California 38,039 94

RS [Putte County, California 217917 9,531

R [Calaveras County, California 46,548 1,07

R7 Colusa County, Califormia 21,001 4,167

RE Contra Costa County, California 1,015,571 115,451

R2 [Cel Horte County, California 28,729 1,203

R10  |F]l Dorade County, Califormda 175,941 4,721

R1l  [Fresro County, Califomia 200,750 120,453

R1Z2  |Glenn County, California 27,891 2,204

R13  [Hurdboldt County, California 129,003 3,094

Rl4  [[raperial County, Califomia 160,034 31,291

B15  |Inyo County, Califormda 17,438 1,067

R16  [Fem County, Califorria 780,953 107,749

R1T_ [Kings County, California 146,696 21,454

R13  [Lake County, Califormia 64,756 2,996

19 [Lassen County, Califoomia 34,428 1,884

R20 [[os Lingeles County, Califorrda 9,785,295 1,957 868

B2l [Mladera County, California 144,794 22209

R22  [Mlarin County, Califomia 246,711 23,178

B33 [Mariposa County, California 17,265 313

B24  [Mendocing County, California 26,030 6,032

R25  [Mlerced County, California 242335 30,542

R26  [Miodoc County, California 9,162 430

R27 T\:Trlmn Crommtsr Califarmia 12925 1497 I

Figure 41: Convert Data to Percentage

{11001 _001E Total:
"E11001_002E Family househalds:

E11001_003E Farily households: 11Married-coup
E11001_004E Family households: 11 Other Family :
Fi11001_00SE Family households: 11Okther Family :
E11001_006E Family households: 11Other Family :
Fi11001_007E Monfamily househaolds:
Fi11001_003E Monfamily households: 1Househol
11001 _009E Monfamily households: 11Househol
_OMPOMENT Geographic Component
GEQG-101 FIPS County Code

EOS001_001E Total:

F0S001_002E U5, citizen, born in the United St
E0S001_003E U5, citizen, born in Puerta Rico o
F0S001_004E U5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
F0S001_00SE U5, citizen by natur alization
E0S001 _006E Mot a U5, citizen

« | |
Universe: [(COMNPCNENT=00) Mil
Weight used: UTnweighted

DAtaSeEn Al aFlented: 2nn5;i;|
<I I »

6. Finally, highlight all the data cells in column C3. Do this by clicking on the cell inR2C3, holding down
the SHIFT key, and scrolling to the last data cell in column C3 and clicking on it. The map icon at the
top of the tabulation window (little yellow picture of the U.S.) will now be active (Figure 42). Click on

the map icon and the map will appear as shown in Figure 43 below).
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BArertett Tabulation

File

Edit Format Wwiew Option:

=101 ]

:| JoocsbaEn| hi—dtledd] |0 w6 ST
C3R2)| [SUMLEYEL=50, ST=06, COUNTY=001]; AGG{EOS001_006E)=0

=

=

$611001_001E Tatal:

2 3

4

5

Ch

7

Ca

9

10

C11

C1z

C1

All (Defaule) valid Far All Summary Levels
I._ 1

Rl

R2 & lameds County, Califormia

B3 [&1pine County, Califormia

B4 [tmadar County, Califormda

28] Frutte County, California

Ra [Calrreras County, California

R7 [Colusa County, Califormia

R&E Contra Costa County, Califormia

RO [Clel Horte County, Califormia

R0 [Fl Daradn County, Califorria

Rll  [Fresno County, Califormia

B12  [3lerm County, Califormia

R13  |[Hurholdt County, California

Bl4  [[mperal County, Califormia

R15  |Inyo County, California

Bl6  [Fem Clounty, Califormia

B17  [Kings County, Califoria

R18  [Lake County, California

B19  [Lassen County, Claliformia

R20  |Los Angeles County, California

B2 [Maders County, Califormia

R22  |Marin County, California

B3 [Mariposa County, Califirmia

B24  Mendocing County, Califirmia

B25  [Mlerced County, Califormia

B8 [Wodoe County, Califorrda

R27 T\ujrlrnn Commtsr Califirmia

Total: Mot a 0.5 citizen

w000 149
100.0 TS|
100 o Y|
100 oI
1000 DY
100 o EEY
1000 EEETY|
100 o T
1000 Y|
100 o IRV
100 oIV
1000 EY|
100 o EERTY:|
1000 [P
100 o IEY
1000 IS
100 0| Y|
100 oI
1000 [T
100 o IER
1000 IR
100 0 1|
100 oYY
100 0o PR

100 0| Y|
fom

"lB11001_D0ZE Family househalds:

F11001_0D03E Family households: NMarried-coup
Fi11001_004E Family households: NOkher Family:
Fi11001_D0SE Family households: Niokher Family:
Fi11001_D0G&E Family households: NOther Family:
E11001_007E Monfamily households:
E11001_00SE Monfamily households: | Househol
E11001_009E Monfamily households: | Househal
ZOMPOMENT Geographic Companent

GEQG-101 FIPS County Code

E0S001_0OLE Tokal:

E0S001_00ZE U5, citizen, born in the United St
E0S001_003E U5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico o
E0S001_004E U,5, citizen, born abroad of amer
E0S001_00SE U3, citizen by naturalization
E0S001_006E Mok a 1.5, citizen

<| I

Universe: ([(COMPCONENT=00)

2
=4
Weight used: Unweighted

naraSer (sl selented: 2nn.':iL|
<I I »

Figure 42: “Make a Map” Icon is Activated
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7. The map is now displayed.

Ferrett Map = ;lglﬁl

File View

Not a U.S. citizen by County

0.7 -3.50 (12)
36-6.43 @)
6.49-9(3)
10- 12 (10)
13- 15 (19)
16- 13 (5)
19-21(5)

Source: ACS/Summarized Data/2005-2009/5-Year Summary File

Figure 43: Completed Map for Not a U.S. Citizen by County

Two things to notes about this map:

a. Inthe map window, boundary layers can be added by clicking on the “View” menu tab and
highlighting “Layers” at the bottom of the menu list. This displays the boundary choices that are
available. In this example, you can add county boundaries to see the specific demarcation of each
county.

b. Geography names are not available in the “Make a Map” option at this time.

32



New Approach to Displaying Margins of Error in Make-a-Table

Whether you are planning on downloading an extract or creating a table, the latest version of the ACS 5-year
Summary File now allows the user to include Margins of Error (MOEs) as attributes of the estimates. In other
words, the MOEs are no longer displayed as variables; the relationship between the estimates and the
corresponding MOEs is maintained in DataFerrett.

Because DataFerrett treats the MOEs as attributes of estimates, the behavior of user-defined tables in the
Make-a-Table window has changed.

There is no change in the way a user defines (lays out) a table. However, there are some changes to the
Options menu for this window. Here is what the Options menu looks like after a basic table has been defined
and populated with data:

Cptions — Help
. This option is off by default for the ACS Summary File data. So, Total
Autamatic Takals ) )
columns and rows will not be automatically computed.

v Automatic Cross Yariable Explosion
v Create Thematic Maps
4
Ligt itz 12 months below posverts level: Incore in the past
fverage across Lime 36,211
& _umulative 44,437
This is a new option for 42 083
the ACS Summary File Percent r 32,769
data.
Specify Sequence 29,444
4 35473
& Mo Variance
o Standard Error - 68% Confidence Lewvel
W'eighting [

Marqin af Errar - 90% Confidence Level

Confidence Interval - 90% Confidence Level
Coefficient af Yariation (Ch)

Figure 44: Options Menu in “Make a Table”

If the user turns on the “Margin of Error — 90% Confidence Level” Variances option, the table will be re-
displayed with the 90% MOEs in parentheses after the estimates (in the same table cell) as shown below in
Figure 45.
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4

Z

" 2 Z3
Rl Total:

B2 it 01, Wlaryland 556,724 (2, 767)
B3 it 02, Ilaryland 526,972 (3,985)

B4 bt 03, Waryland 540,926 (3,796)

BS |04, Maryland 524,003 (2,566)
BS |05, Maryland 558,239 (2,722)
BT |06, Maryland 550,565 £2,202)
B2 bt 07, Maryland 505,478 (3,120)
B9 bt 0%, Maryland 551,996 (2,708)
R10

Figure 45: Table with 90% MOEs

If, while the Variances option is on, the user turns on the “Automatic Totals” option and populates a table,
this message will appear if the user does not include the “Total:” cell of a table. The message appears

36,811 (1,694)
44437 (2,062)
42083 (2,159)
72,769 (1,236)
20446 {1 666)
35,473 (1,531
73,022 (2,341)
33,625 (1,921)

Incornebelow posrertsy level: Incorae at or doore porerty level:

519,913 (2,979)
452,535 (4,057)
493,343 (3,217)
491,234 (2,935)
528,793 (2,224)
515,002 (2,4213
432,456 (3,635)
S18,371 (3,258)

because DataFerrett actually calculates an approximation of the variance (MOE) under these circumstances.

Ferrett Combining Estimates Warning

x|

' "_-. You are combining estitmates. Any uzer-defined
L

estitnate.

estitnate 18 WMOT an official Census Burean

Figure 46: Ferrett Combining Estimates Warning
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Other Features of the ACS Summary File in DataFerrett

Geography Components (Census defined geographic summary levels)

Geographic Summary Levels: There are 24 types of geography (aka “summary levels”) currently available down

to Block Group. Other summary levels will be added in later releases. Table 1 provides information on all

geographic summary levels available in DataFerrett.

Table 1: Geographic Summary Levels

Type of
Geographic
Area - Code™*

Type of Geographic
Area - Description

Thematic Mapping
available?**

Components
(see Appendix F of
the ACS Summary
File Tech Doc for
details)

10 United States No All
20 Regions No All
30 Divisions No All
40 States Yes (within U.S.) All
50 Counties Yes (within state No
and U.S.)
60 County Subdivisions Yes (within county No
and state)
140 Census Tracts Yes (within county No
and state)
150 Census Block Yes (within tract No
Groups and county)
160 Places Yes (within state) No
250 American Indian Yes (within U.S.) No
Area/Alaska Native
Area/Hawaiian
Home Land
310 Metropolitan Yes (within U.S.) No

Statistical
Area/Micropolitan
Statistical Area
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320 State-Metropolitan Yes (within state No
Statistical and U.S.)
Area/Micropolitan
Statistical Area

330 Combined Yes (within U.S.) No
Statistical Area

340 State-Combined Yes (within state No
Statistical Area and U.S.)

400 Urbanized Area Yes No

350 New England City Yes (within U.S.) No
and Town Area

500 Congressional Yes (within state No
Districts - 111th and U.S.)

510 Congressional Yes (within state) No
Districts - 111th -
County

610 State-State Yes (within state) No
Legislative District
(Upper Chamber)

620 State-State Yes (within state) No
Legislative District
(Lower Chamber)

795 Public Use Yes (within state No
Microdata Areas and U.S.)
(PUMA:s)

950 Elementary School Yes (within state) No
Districts

960 Secondary School Yes (within state) No
Districts

970 Unified School Yes (within state) No

Districts
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NOTES:

1. The Census Bureau publishes 5-year estimates for many types of geographic areas (aka "geographic summary levels").
Many, but not all of these types of geographic areas are available in DataFerrett. Over time, the remaining types of
geographic areas will be added to DataFerrett.

2. DataFerrett allows the user to create a map showing the distribution of values for any characteristic that can be
represented in a column of a DataFerrett table for any type of geographic area which permits mapping (i.e., "Yes" in this
column for the geographic area type).

3. Instructions for creating thematic maps in DataFerrett can be found in Chapter 14 of the User Guide, "Making a Map". (url:
http://www.thedataweb.org/support/user/chapterl4.html)

Figure 47 shows the list of all geographic components available in DataFerrett. Components are attributes of
Census geography summary levels, for example, a user can limit the universe to the urban parts of a state by

selecting the “01” component.

The “00” component is the default value, representing all of the geographic area(s) initially selected (Figure
47). You can add another component by clicking on the check box to the left of it and then clicking OK.
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"A Ferrett Browse Yariable

E Browse/Select Variables & Values

Wour highlighted variables:
o, EMT L= +aphic Component

[T Select ALL VYariables

Cancel

Ok |
=T

[+ Select ACS COMPOMEMT Geographic Component

Armerican Community Survey 3-Year 2008-2008 Summary File Geography Variable COMPOMNEMT

o[l LD

¥ 003 all {Defaulty valid For &l Surnrnary Levels

[ 013 Urban valid Summary Leseels: Mation, Regions, Divisions, States

[ 43 Rural ¥alid Surrnary Levels: Makion, Regions, Divisions, Stakes

[ &9 American Indian Reservation and Trusk Land-Federal Valid Summary Levels: Mational Snly
I~ 200 american Indian Reservation and Trust Land-State Yalid Surmmary Levels: Mational Cnly
[~ 91} Cklahoma Tribal Skakistical &rea Valid Summary Levels: Mational Only

[ 923 Tribal Designated Statistical Area Valid Summary Levels: Mational Only

[ 93} Alaska Mative Village Statiskical Area Yalid Surirary Levels: Mational Cnly

I~ 24} State Designated Tribal Statistical &rea (Formerly SDAISAY Yalid Summary Levels: Mational Cnly b
[ 95 Hawaiian Home Land Yalid Summary Levels: Mational Cnly
[~ &0} In Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area Yalid: Mation, Regions, Divisions, Skakes

[~ <0} In Metropolitan Statistical Area Valid: Mation, Regions, Divisions, Stakes

[ <13 In Metropolitan Statistical &rea-In Principal City ¥alid: Mation, Regions, Divisions, States ;I
Additional Metadata Tags here

Deselect

ndha|
=

all values

Tnsort
Fange=

Figure 47: ACS COMPONENT Geographic Component
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Tips for Using DataFerrett to Access the ACS 5-Year Summary File

Before you access DataFerrett:

1. Please review the documentation on the detailed tables in the 2006-2010 5-Year ACS Summary
File in Appendix E of the technical documentation for the summary file located at
http://www?2.census.gov/acs2010 5yr/summaryfile/ACS 2006-2010 SF Tech Doc.pdf. This link
points to a spreadsheet containing valuable information about the 940 detailed tables and the
geographic areas for which each table is published. This is particularly important for users who
want to create an extract containing data at the block group level, since only 338 of these tables

exist at that level.

2. The "Derived Measure" tables (medians, ratios, aggregates, etc.) may have special values for
certain cases in which no real estimate can be computed. These are the so-called "jam values"
and are covered in Appendix C, section 3 of the technical documentation for the Summary File
(see the link referenced in item 1 above).

3. All estimates are stored in DataFerrett as numeric values with these exceptions:
o "null" is used when there is no estimate and the output is in comma-delimited or tab-
delimited format.
e Period ("." ) value is used for extracts in the SAS data format when there is no estimate.

When using DataFerrett to access the 5-Year ACS Summary File:

1. Itis very important that you accept the security certificate that is displayed when accessing
DataFerrett for the first time. Only then will all the features of DataFerrett related to saving files
be available to you.

2. ltisvery important that you provide your correct email address to DataFerrett. All requests for
data extracts from the ACS Summary File are run in a queued, non-interactive mode, and an
email message is sent to the user when the extract is done and ready to be downloaded.

3. DataFerrett allows you to create very large extracts from the summary file data, but it is not
designed to enable a user to download the entire summary file. Keep these restrictions in mind
when specifying a data extract for downloading:

a. The absolute limit of the number of variables that can be in your data basket when you

request an extract is 535.
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b. The absolute limit for the number of geographic areas that can be included in a single
extract is 74,100. This number is slightly more than the total number of 2010 Census
tracts in the U.S.

c. Ifyou do select 74,100 geographic areas, you must keep the total number of variables in
your extract at or below 200.

d. Using limitations b. and c., the largest number of cells allowed in a single extract is 200 X
74,100 or 14,820,000 cells.

e. If an extract exceeds 10 Megabytes in size but is below the other limits described above,
you will be required to download the extract as a compressed file. If you check "PKZIP"
as the type of compression, then you can use an application, such as WinZip, to
uncompress the file once it is downloaded to your computer.

If you use the "Make a Table" feature of DataFerrett to look at all or some of the variables in
your DataBasket, keep in mind that the default display is whole numbers for all numeric values
in the Make-a-Table tabulation window. If a data column is defined to have accuracy at a
decimal level, such as tenths, you must highlight the column, click on the Format drop-down
menu, click on "Decimal", and choose the accuracy level needed. The display will be updated
with the correct accuracy once you have done this.

Example 4 in this document contains instructions on how to use the “Make a Table” feature of
DataFerrett. If you are not familiar with this feature, it is highly recommended that you read
these instructions before trying create a table in DataFerrett.

All extracts of the summary file data include the GEOID variable as the main geographic
identifier for each record. For those users not familiar with this variable, see section 2.6 of
http://www?2.census.gov/acs2010 5yr/summaryfile/ACS 2006-2010 SF Tech Doc.pdf.

It can happen that a user action in DataFerrett will force the display of a message in html format

using the user’s web browser. To return to the DataFerrett application, the user can find it on

the task bar and click on it. In most cases, the icon will look like this: m
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